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The President’s Message
In less than a month we

will be “at sea” aboard
the Carnival Conquest
for our 16th biennial
WAVES National con-

vention. Are you excited yet? Pack your
sea bags ladies and get ready for the time
of your life. Let’s make our presence
known to all during our week at sea! 

The scholarship winners and their
winning essay are included in this issue.
I thank Dr. Sally Stephenson, Scholar-
ship Chairman and her committee once
again for a fine job. 

This is my last article as your
WAVES National President. I thank each
and every one of you for all of your sup-
port and the many hundreds of volunteer
hours that you continue to provide your
communities and Veterans Affairs. I con-
gratulate all of the outgoing officers at
the local, state and national level. Thank
you for your untiring dedicated service
to WAVES National (WN). I welcome
the incoming officers and hope that you
have all received a complete passdown
from your predecessor along with all of
the materials that go with the job.   I have
truly enjoyed my four years as your
President and together we have accom-
plished many great things. 

As we get ready to celebrate 27
years as WAVES National members I
summarize our accomplishments during
my two terms: Partnered with the
Library of Congress’ Veteran’s History
Project; awarded eight scholarships
totaling $5,000; dedicated two Stained
Glass Window’s – Naval Medical Cen-
ter, Portsmouth, VA and at Cape May,
NJ; updated the web site with editions
of the White Caps and membership

Still Something Special

form; added photo’s of the elected and
appointed officers and graphics to the
White Caps; held two membership con-
tests, two newsletter contests and
numerous regional and state confer-
ences; completed two mid-term board
of directors meetings; initiated eleven
Chief Petty Officers from WW II and
Korea era’s; chartered two new WN
units – Fox Cities Unit 153 in January
2004 and the Relentless WAVES of For-
rest Sherman Unit 154 (the first all
active duty unit stationed aboard a ship)
in January 2006; produced a 2006 WN
Calendar featuring our members; held
two fund raisers – Honey Baked Ham
for the Holidays gift certificates and the
Quilt raffle (drawing to be held during
our convention cruise); and, celebrated
as PNC Harriett L. Howard, USNR
(Ret) was selected the 2005 VAVS NAC
Female Volunteer of the Year from a
field of hundreds! You should be very
proud of all of these accomplishments,
ladies. You made them happen.
Bravo Zulu!

Bad news/good news: Our mem-
bership numbers have drastically fallen
from 5,344 paid members in August
2003 to 3,973 paid as of June 2006, with
895 Life Members included in this
number. We have lost more units due to
the ever increasing average age of our
members and difficulty finding new
officers. The good news is that Old Iron-
sides WAVES Unit 17 (who were bor-
dering on turning in their Charter) have
managed to recover and have elected a
new slate of officers. The members
elected two Presidents who will “co-
share” the duties in order to continue on.
I thank Lucille Greer (Regional Rep)

and Marge Rugen (State Director) for
attending their June meeting to help
guide this unit and keep them afloat. I
know that there are several units out
there who are re-cycling their officers.
My hat is off to those of you who con-
tinue to hold the same office, or rotate
offices, to keep your unit afloat! You are
truly “still something special.”

Recruiting new members could be
as simple as individual WAVES units
adopting a USN or USMC Reserve
Center in your respective town. With our
Reserves being activated more often,
they need care packages while they are
deployed. What a great opportunity to
recruit new members by letting them
know that we exist and that we care
about them. Have you visited your local
VFW and/or American Legion Posts
lately? They too hold potential new WN
members. Check them out!

Lastly I thank my husband, Ben, for
his continued support these past four
years. He reads all of my e-mail too and
forwarded “hot” items to me while I was
still working full time. He was my
sounding board for many issues and
encouraged me to wait 24 hours before
responding and, to always be politically
correct. What a great Chief of Staff!        

May God continue to bless our troops!

Always Navy,

Barb

Quote of the Day:  
"Let the generations know that

the women in uniform guaranteed
their freedom!"

Anne S. (Sosh) Brehm,
1LT, USA NC, WWII
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National Officers
& Staff 2004 - 2006

President:
Barb TURNER
9105 Shoshone Trail
Flower Mound, TX 75022
(817) 491-4555
turners_5@comcast.net

1st Vice President:
Sharon WOODS
1105 West 22nd Ave.
Apache Junction, AZ 85220-7486
(480) 983-5082
sharonsnw1124@aol.com

2nd Vice President:
Dassa CARVEY
948 Ewell Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
(757) 460-1021
Dassa@worldnet.att.net

Recording Secretary:
Nellie DEBAKER
N7197 County H
Luxemburg, WI 54217-9221
(920) 845-5033
nell@gbonline.com

Treasurer:
Pat CHILDERS
PO Box 53201
Fayetteville, NC 28305
(910) 860-3362
proudnavywave@aol.com

Parliamentarian:
Marlene MATHIS
7716 Northridge N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 299-7585
Navydudenm@aol.com

Bylaws Chairman:
Barbara HAWLEY
42 Coe Street
Winsted, CT 06098-1004
(860) 379-8705

Ship’s Store Officer:
Patty Jo PARKS
6920 Sawtooth Drive
Ooltewah, TN 36373-6894
(423) 326-0839
waves.shipstore@yahoo.com

National Board Members on
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

• Winifred “Freddie” McBride
P O Box 971
Beaverton, OR 97075-0971
Seagalfreddie@cs.com
(503) 644-2471

• Roxanne JONES
6885 Paris Way
San Diego, CA 92319-3215
(619) 479-0149
rjones@score.com

VAVS Representative:
Harriett HOWARD
552 High Point Drive
Smyrna, TN 37167-5231
(615) 355-0746
Howcar@bellsouth.net

Deputy VAVS Rep:
Susan DeROSA
620 Vintage Lane
Rochester, NY 14615
(716) 865-3771
nywave@rochester.rr.com

VA Medical/Health:
Ruth STORCK
19079 Roadside Avenue
Bridgeville, DE 19933
(302) 337-8433
ruthstorck@aol.com

Volunteer Services:
Dewann BEATSON
8 Salem Circle
Victor, NY 14564
(585) 924-2056

Historian:
Denise DUKE
41121 AL Hwy 69
Gallion, AL 36742
(334) 289-3142
duked4@westal.net

Heartspring Project:
Roberta KOLTERMAN
3943 NE Indianola Drive
Kansas City, MO 64116
(816) 455-5755

Ronald McDonald Can Tabs Chairman:
Margaret “Peggy” HANSEN
5104 Drew Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55410-2027
(612) 926-5533

Scholarship Chairman:
VACANT

Stained Glass Windows Chairman:
VACANT

Public Relations:
Ruby HOMICK
6510 Senegal Palm Way
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2114
(813) 645-6110
rubywave@msn.com

Chaplain:
Ida DUFFY
6253 Tennessee Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34653
whitecaps59@hotmail.com

Time & Place Chairman:
Bernadette FARINA
2379 Eden Park Drive
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 255-1502
Queenbee0064@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary:
Dolores MAILLETTE
705 Woodside Lane
Bay City, MI 48708
(989) 892-4955
dmaillette@sbcglobal.net

Executive Secretary:
Gloria GALATI
16547 So. Red Rock Drive
Strongsville, OH 44136
(440) 655-0100
gg100447@sbcglobal.net

WHITE CAPS Editor:
Ida DUFFY
6253 Tennessee Avenue
New Port Richey, FL 34653
whitecaps59@hotmail.com

WAVES NATIONAL Web Site
www.womenofthewaves.com

WHITE CAPS PUBLISHER:
Watermark Printing Co.
PO Box 291
Eliot, ME 03903
coastalp@thepipeline.net

Miscellaneous Information:

1. Conventions are biennial.

2. WHITE CAPS is published six times a
year: Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and
Dec. Items for publication must be
received by the 1st of the month
before publication.

3. National Dues: $15.00 for the calen-
dar year - 1 January to 31 December,
submitted to the National Treasurer.
Unit members submit to Unit Trea-
surer; Members-at-Large, submit
directly to the National Treasurer.

4. When dues have been paid by new
members, membership cards will be
issued to Unit Treasurers and individu-
ally to Members-at-Large. Current
members who pay dues will not be
issued another membership card. LIFE
members will be issued a permanent
LIFE membership card.

5. All changes of address must be for-
warded to the Exec. Secretary
promptly , as “Change Service
Requested”. Fee is 70 cents on each
return. There will be no re-mailing of
WHITE CAPS unless member forwards
$3.00 to Gloria Galati. First Class
postage is $3.00 per year.

6. You may submit your White Caps
articles via e-mail to Ida Duffy, 
whitecaps59@hotmail.com and copy
Barb Turner, turners5@comcast.net

Submit Date Publish Date Issue
1 September 2006 October 2006 Oct
1 November 2006 December 2006 Dec
1 January 2007 February 2007 Feb
1 March 2007 April 2007 Apr
1 May 2007 June 2007 Jun
1 July 2007 August 2007 Aug

WHITE CAPS, the newsletter for WAVES National, a no nprofit organization chartered in California in 197 9.
Founders: Jeanne PALERMO, Loda Mae DOBBINS and Esth er GOVORCHIN
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Sharon Woods 

It’s only a little over a
month to go before we
sail away to the Western
Caribbean and I do hope

that all of you will have a good time.
For those that have cruised before, I
now know why almost everyone I’ve
ever talked to, say it’s the best way to
get spoiled; so Carnival Conquest,
Jamaica, Grand Cayman, and
Cozumel, here we come.

Did you remember to turn in your
annual reports?  If not please get them
in as soon as possible; election submit-
tals for Unit, State and Regional were
due in July.  The treasurer’s reports
should be on their way in for the end of
our fiscal year too, which was 7-31-06.
If you haven’t submitted the required
reports, please try and get them in as
soon as possible.

Our membership contest is closed
for another two year’s as of July 31st.
In May we had 292 new members that
had joined WAVES National since the
Philadelphia Convention.  There will
be four units who will be awarded
prizes.  Those prizes are 1st Place -
$100.00, 2nd - $75.00, 3rd - $50.00,
and 4th - $25.00. Please keep up the
good work ladies and let’s go full
speed ahead in our recruiting for new
members.

This is my final article as your 1st
Vice President and I want to thank all
of you ladies who have helped me
along the way.  I also thank you for
your service to WAVES National as
Regional Reps, State Director’s, and
Unit Officers.  Yes, it’s challenging, but
it is well worth it in the long term.
Thank you for a job well done.

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Dassa Carvey

The unit president’s reports
have been coming in, slow-
ly. I am continually amazed
at all the activities and vol-

unteering you do.  I still do not have all
of  the reports and encourage those of
you who have not sent yours in to do so
in order that we at the national level are
aware of your achievements.  If I do not
mention your unit, ask your president if
she sent in her report.  

The units that I have heard from as of
July 1st are: Bay Area WAVES, 3;
Roadrunner Unit, 4; Gateway WAVES,
5; Keystone WAVES, 6; Desert WAVES,
13; Garden State WAVES, 16; Old Iron-
sides, 17; Channel Islands, 20; North
Coast WAVES, 21; Leatherstocking
WAVES, 26; Gulf Coast WAVES, 27,
Three Rivers, 28; Ridge, 29; Michigan
Unit, 32; Stars & Stripes, 36; 10,000
Lakes, 37; Florida First Coast WAVES,
38 (Congratulations Unit 38, you were
the first to submit the annual Unit Presi-
dent’s Status Report!); Piedmont Tar
Heels, 44; VA Blue Ridge WAVES, 57;
Jersey Colonial WAVES, 59; WAVES
Ago, 61; Columbia River Ripples, 70;
Redwood Empire WAVES, 77; Pioneer
Valley WAVES, 81; IO-WA-VETS Cen-
tral, 84;  WAVES of the Wasatch, 93;
Volunteer Unit, 94; Oregon Lighthouse,
96; Ocean State, 118; Shipmates, 120;
SLO, 126;  Lake Erie, 128; Cascade
Seafarers, 138; Cherokee Rose, 139;
Nevada Gems, 146; Memphis Belles,
151;  Tidewater Tidal WAVES, 152.

Units support a myriad of charitable
organizations and participate in numer-
ous activities throughout the year.  If you
want to know more about a particular
activity, let me know and I will research
and put you in touch with the unit that
participates in that particular program.

Units support the Veterans Home for
Women’s Patients Accounts; collect can
tabs for the Ronald McDonald House;
collect items and send packages to serv-
ice members in Iraq.

They make charitable contributions
to Jamaica Plain Transition House; take
books to VA Nursing Homes; make
Ditty Bags (you all remember those,
don’t you?) for women at the VA Hospi-
tal; collect used stamps and card fronts
for veterans’ crafts; volunteer at
NJROTC handing out and collecting
uniforms; honor outstanding female
cadets with a check and a plaque; make
donations to the Salvation Army, Food
Bank, and the homeless.  

Units support the USO, American
Legion’s Tribute to Women Veterans,
Great Lakes Naval Museum, as well as
being involved in many veteran and
community activities: Meals on Wheels,
Women Veterans’ Week, Branson, MO;
Inter-veterans’ Memorial Services; Vet-
erans’ Day Observances; Flag Day;
Heart Spring Project and the list goes on.

Members also speak at local schools
and service clubs on their military expe-
riences. In addition, they participate in
parades; plan and host Women Veterans
Luncheons; present Christmas stockings
for the women veterans in the VA Hos-
pital during holiday parties and partici-
pate in Memorial services. 

Ladies, you are an amazing group
of women and continually make me
proud to be part of such a great organi-
zation.  Keep up the good work in the
years to come!

RECORDING SECRETARY
Nellie Debaker

The year has ended for the
Newsletter Contest for
2005-2006.  All entries
will be judged and results

FROM THE BRIDGE
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forwarded to National President Barb
Turner, who, in turn, will complete the
certificates for presentation at the
National Convention.

Thanks to the units which participat-
ed in the contest.  The newsletter diver-
sity shows time and uncounted dollar
figures given by all of you as volunteers.
We all know the appreciation is there for
deeds done for others; however, many
times the thank yous are unspoken.

This month’s article is the final
phase of the newsletter contest before
judging.  The October issue of White
Caps will show the final results of the
newsletter contest. 

Thanks so much for the opportunity
to serve you as the Newsletter Contest
Coordinator and National Recording
Secretary of WAVES National.

TREASURER
Pat Childers

Well it’s almost conven-
tion time for those of you
who will be attending, and
I look forward to seeing

you on the cruise.  For those of you who
won’t be with us, we will think of you
often, and hope to see you at Regional
conferences in the coming year or at
Convention 2008!  I take this opportuni-
ty to thank the Unit Treasurer’s for their
continued support and hard work over
the past year. It is a critical job that each
of you do and we are so fortunate that
you and your fellow Unit officers, State
Directors, and Regional Representatives
are willing to take on the task of keeping
WAVES National afloat.  

I failed to mention that the donation
from the Piedmont Tar Heels Unit #44
to the WN Scholarship Fund in memory
of the North Carolina State Director
Francis Madden Hobbins was also
made in memory of past State Director
Ruth Kent Petker who passed away in
March 2005.  

Generous donations to the WN
Scholarship Fund have been received in
memory of Evelyn Urich Einfeldt from

John and Helen Curry, Pat Trent, and
Joyce Stotler.  Bill and Sherri Thompson
made a generous donation to the WN
Scholarship Fund in memory of Shirley
Boch Oder.  

Shipmates continue to donate gener-
ously towards the Convention 2004
Fund, so our thanks go out to Helen
Sadowski and Vickie Lisenbee.

Financial reports will be in an
upcoming “White Caps” issue after the
convention.

I have not been entering the SSN of
our members into the database over the
past few years due to identity theft.I for
one would not want anyone to have my
SSN and I think most folks feel that
way. I have listed the “service #” if they
provide it in order to be of assistance IF
a relative needed that information to
obtain a DD214 for a relative that could-
n't find theirs, etc.

VAVS REPRESENTATIVE
Harriet Howard

To WAVES National
Membership: I will try to
make this article short for
I know space is needed

for CRUISE INFORMATION.  I regret
that I will not be able to be there with
each of you and enjoy seeing all again.

This article brings to close four
fruitful years of serving our President,
Barbara Turner.  What a “super presi-
dent she has been and I wish her well in
her future endeavors!”

Serving WN as your Veterans
Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS)
National Advisory Committee (NAC)
Representative for the past four years
has indeed been rewarding.  As this
representative, I am the recipient of the
quarterly minutes from each VA Med-
ical Center where we have representa-
tives on their VAVS Committee.  This
facet of being VAVS NAC Representa-
tive opens many windows of service to
veterans.  I get to peruse all of these
minutes and monitor the quarterly
attendance of WN’s Representatives
and Deputy Representatives. If anyone
misses three consecutive meetings I
need to write to see if they can improve

for the next year or seek a new volun-
teer.  I see what wonderful activities
you support as ‘veterans serving veter-
ans’!  The medical centers are truly
grateful for your donation of your dol-
lars and time whether it is just mem-
bership on the VAVS Committee, as a
Regular Scheduled (RS) Volunteer, or
as an Occasional Volunteer in order for
the in-patients to have a meaningful life
while hospitalized.

WN is required to maintain volun-
teers on a VAVS Committee in 30 VA
Medical Centers in order for our VAVS
NAC Representative or Our Deputy
Representative to maintain voting status.
So far during the past four years, YOU,
THE WN MEMBERSHIP, HAVE
MADE THIS POSSIBLE. 

We have lost members from these
committees due to health reasons and
the demise of many who have served for
years but somehow there has always
been a WN member to come through
and answer my CALL TO VOLUN-
TEER TO SERVE!

For year FY2005 report received 31
October 2005 from NAC Organizations
Yearly Comparison, WAVES National
had representatives in 32 Facilities; with
123 RS Volunteers; 13,986 RS Hours;
3,316 Occasional Hours; for total hours
of 17,302.

From year 2001 through year 2005
we lost 18 volunteers, but gained 1,037
hours.

So what does this tell me?  Less
quantity but greater quality!  It tells me
that WN veterans are still dedicated to
their task of serving hospitalized veter-
ans.  What greater service do we have
than serving other veterans?  NONE!  

In Navy Spirit… just keep on volun-
teering when the request goes out from
your NAC REP OR DEPUTY REP ask-
ing for volunteers from your Unit.

Before I close, I must say to you,
WAVES National Membership, what an
awesome honor it was that our Presi-
dent, Barbara Turner, asked me to sub-
mit my work with the veterans for the
past 18 years at the Alvin C. York VA
Medical Center in Murfreesboro, TN
(just 15 miles from my home in Smyrna,
TN).  She must have done a super job in
her submission of my volunteerism.

RECORDING SECRETARY
Nellie Debaker continued



AUGUST 2006 Visit our website: www.womenofthewaves.com PAGE 5

ences. We have 20 albums now full of
events and highlights from WAVES
National. They are fantastic. Heck, you
all are fantastic! If in fact you would
like to request the albums, please give
me plenty of time to get them packed
and shipped prior to the event. 

For those of you who have been
sending me photos and articles,
THANK YOU.  Keep up the good work.
For those of you who are not….GET
BUSY! 

CHAPLAIN
Elaine Gruys

Thank you, Elaine for several years of
outstanding support and spiritual guid-
ance as the WAVES National Chap-
lain.  Your body may be tired but your
mind is as sharp as ever.  Your tireless
efforts have not gone unnoticed.
Please thank Elaine when you see her
on the Conquest!  —Barb Turner

TIME & PLACE CHAIRMAN
Bernadette Farina

Hello from Florida. Sum-
mer is officially here, thus
many of our snowbirds are
back up north enjoying the

cool (somewhat wet) climate. And we
here are busy changing A/C filters and
stocking our pantry shelves for who
knows what! To those “on the fence”
units thinking about hosting our 2008
CONVENTION , yet have some ques-
tions, please call me @ 321-255-1502
and let's talk about it.  Understand that
once you have the “where, when and
room costs” taken care of, your bid will
be voted on during the cruise. You then
have two years to work out the details.
And I leave you with this quote from
Mae West, “a woman is like a tea bag,
you can’t tell how strong she is until you
put her in hot water.”

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gloria Galati

Well, it’s summertime on
the north coast and it’s
beautiful.  My favorite
time of the year.  I know

Her submission letter stated, “It is with
great pleasure and pride that I submit
the nomination of Harriett L. Howard,
WAVES National VAVS NAC Repre-
sentative for the 2005 VAVS NAC Vol-
unteer of the Year Award.  Harriett has
been volunteering to help our veterans
and our country for over 60 years!
WAVES National is a sea service
women’s organization and therefore I
cannot submit a nomination for a male.”
Barbara further wrote, “Harriett L.
Howard participates in established
VAVS assignments, serves as an RS
volunteer and meets six of the nine cri-
teria required for nomination for this
award”.  My heart nearly burst with
pride and humility when I stood before
411 peers at the award ceremony on
Thursday 04 May 2006 in Starks, NV
to receive this awesome award on
behalf of all of my shipmates in
WAVES National.  Thanks for your
support over the past fours years for
without it WAVES National would not
have received this honor.  Just please
keep supporting this facet of WAVES
National “Purpose” and may “Fair
Winds and Following Seas” be with
you always!

Thank you.

VA/MEDICAL HEALTH
Ruth Storck

High blood pressure is
easily detected and con-
trolled, yet it is one of the
leading contributors of

heart disease today. 
Our heart beats 100,000 times in a

day. The force of this beat is our pres-
sure. Consistent high blood pressure
should be treated by your doctor. If
you are prescribed blood pressure
medicine it is important to take this
medication as prescribed and check
your pressures regularly.

We can assist our blood pressure to
stay within normal limits. Eating sensi-
ble, low fat, low cholesterol diets with
high soluble fibers (ex: oats, peas, bran),
give us calcium, magnesium and potas-
sium. All are important nutrients for
healthy blood pressure, and in turn a
healthy heart.

Regular activity and maintaining a
healthy body weight also assists in
achieving good blood pressures.

The healthier the heart beats, the
more oxygen enriched blood travels
through our bodies. This increases our
energy, which increases our activity
which comes full circle and decreases
the risk of high blood pressure and
heart disease. 

VOLUNTEER SERVICES
Dewann Beatson

Thanks to all who have
sent their reports. As of
July 1st sixty-one units
reported their hours, while

forty-five units did not. The White Caps
reflect many of those who took part in
lunches and veterans day activities.
Please report your hours. Secretaries
take minutes; Treasures pays bills, and
collect dues. All of these hours can and
should be reported. You may not think
your hours are important, but they  are
very important. Someone said she only
does an hour a week. If you add 45
more people who do 1 hour a week you
have over 2,000 hours in a year. Every
hour counts! 

HISTORIAN
Denise Duke

AHOY WN members!!
It’s almost time to go
cruis’n! I hope to see all
of you there. Inputs for

the slide show were limited this conven-
tion… so, I’m going to be creative and
use our archives to put something
together. Don’t worry, I won’t disap-
point you!

Convention news… every conven-
tion we have a hospitality room for all
the albums to be reviewed by the mem-
bership. Due to space limitations, I am
only going to bring the albums from the
last two conventions and the album
with all the calendar photo submissions.
This was a very hard decision for me
but I feel it is for the best. I would like
to offer to the membership/ regional
representatives, to have the albums
requested for your regional confer-
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that everyone is looking forward to our
cruise in September.  If anyone has any
concerns (during our convention) about
their WAVES National information in
the national database, please come and
see me and we’ll go over any problems
or concerns you may have.

Just a reminder to all unit secretaries
and treasurers to send a current unit
elected officer transmittal to me so I can
update national reports and the database.
Also please send a transmittal form even
if unit officers have not changed from
the previous term.

WHITE CAPS EDITOR
Ida Duffy

It has been a rare pleasure
for me to be your White
Caps Editor for these past
four years.  It is now time

to pass the baton to our new editor.  I
have a great appreciation for this organ-
ization from this vantage point.  I look
forward to serving you in my new
capacity as Chaplain.

Thank you for allowing me to serve.
I will miss the contact with member
units.

I’m thinking about sponsoring
another fundraiser for WAVES National;
something military in nature.  If there are
any items of interest that WN members
would like to see sold, I would be open
to suggestions.  Any items used for the
fundraiser and the fundraiser itself
would have to approved by the WAVES
National Board of Directors.

If you have any suggestions please
contact me at e-mail gg100447@sbc-
global.net or write me at 16547 S. Red
Rock Dr., Strongsville, Oh. 44136 or
call me at (440) 655-0100.

I thank you for your time and hope
to see and meet all WN members and
families aboard the Carnival Conquest.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gloria Galati continued

Carnival Cruise Lines is a cruise line operating a large
number of cruise ships. It originally was an independent com-
pany founded in 1972 by Ted Arison. It is now a branded divi-
sion within Carnival Corporation & plc, a publicly traded
company with Micky Arison as the Chairman. Carnival Cor-
poration & plc owns a number of different cruise lines and has
become the largest corporation in the cruise industry. Carnival
and its affiliates Holland America Line, Princess Cruises,
Cunard Line, Costa Cruises, Windstar Cruises and the Yachts
of Seabourn, are branded by the company as the World's
Leading Cruise Lines.

Carnival was a pioneer in the concept of cheaper and
shorter cruises. Its ships are known for their Las Vegas decor
and entertainment. The line calls its ships The Fun Ships and
there is a wide range of activities offered on board. Carnival

is well-known for the towel animals it creates for its guests in
their cabins. Its trademark is the smoke stack, or funnel,
which is red, white and blue and shaped like a whale's tail.
The mascot for Carnival is "Fun Ship Freddy", a character in
the shape of Carnival's distinctive funnel.

In 1996 the Carnival Destiny of 101,000 gross tons
became the largest passenger ship in the world at the time. As
of 2006, the latest and largest ship in the Carnival Fleet is the
Carnival Liberty, a Conquest Class ship and Carnival's first
ship to be based in Europe. The company announced two new
ships in early 2006: the Carnival Freedom, set to debut in
2007, and the Carnival Splendor, to debut in spring of 2008.
At 112,000 gross tons, the Carnival Splendor will house a
maximum of 3,000 passengers.

Carnival Cruise Lines... From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Carnival Conquest
Year Built: 2002
Year Entered Present Fleet: 2002
Country Of Registry: Panama
Tonnage (GRT): 110,000
Passengers (Dbl Occupancy): 2,974
Max Passengers (inc. Uppers): 3,700
Passenger Decks: 13
Number Of Crew: 1150
Officers© Nationality: Italian
Cruise/Hotel Staff Nationality:
International
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The winners of the WAVES National Scholarships for
2006 are:

Ariel Wheeler – The Anna Marie Bianchi-Gagnon
Scholarship, “Typewriter Sailors: The Unsung Heroines
of the Sea Services”

John Sharkey III – The Captain Laurel Blair Salton
Clark Scholarship, “Navy Women in Aviation and Space”

Ariel Wheeler, of Satellite Beach, Florida, is involved
in symphonic orchestra, student government, tutoring,
and Educators of America at Satellite High School where
she is an honor student.  After college, she plans to work
abroad in business or diplomacy.  Her grandmother, Alice
Cornell Wheeler, was a Lieutenant in the Navy in the
World War II era.

John Sharkey III, of Melville, NY, attends Saint Antho-
ny’s High School in South Huntington, NY.  He ranks in the
top 1% of his class.  His many activities include student

council, National Honor Society, symphonic band, and
academic quiz bowl.  He volunteers in Little League and
tutoring.  John aspires to a career as a Wall Street investor.
John’s sponsor, his grandmother Lillian Mary O’Brian,
was a Pharmacist’s Mate in the Navy.

Congratulations to Ariel Wheeler, John Sharkey III and
their proud families!

Fifteen students from eight states competed for the
scholarships this year.  It is commendable, that all of the
contestants were volunteers in community activities.  The
judges found their final decisions difficult.  WAVES Nation-
al encourages contestants to try again next year.

Thanks to the three judges who took time from busy
schedules to select the winners: Eleanor Berge, member of
the Three Rivers Unit and former Navy officer, Dr. George
Crane, Dean Emeritus from California University of PA;
and Shelley Wolfe, retired district manger, Walden Books.

2006 WAVES NATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

Anna Marie Bianchi-Gagnon Scholarship

TYPEWRITER SAILORS:  THE UNSUNG
HEROINES OF THE SEA SERVICES

By Ariel Wheeler

According to General G.C. Thomas of the Marine Corps,
“The American Tradition is that a woman’s place is in the
home” (Williams).  This mentality is the reason that women
were not accepted into the United States military over a hun-
dred and fifty years after the country’s founding.  Women were
discouraged from seeking any kind of paid employment,
unless absolutely necessary and the military was certainly a
male-dominated workforce.  Necessity, however, swayed these
notions in the early twentieth century, and women proudly
stepped in to be the military’s saving grace in troubled times.

During World War I, the United States experienced short-
ages in manpower, as they both expanded rapidly at home and
deployed men to fight overseas.  In response to this issue, the
Secretary of the Navy proposed a shocking solution “Is there
any regulation that says a yeoman has to be a man?”(Bel-
lafaire).  Finding none, the Navy and Marine Corps began
enlisting women to “free men to fight.” These ladies were
assigned to typing and administrative work in military offices,
dubbed “hello ladies” working switchboards in France, or
took nursing positions, as they were not allowed to actually
sail, and the men who had currently filled those secretarial and
medical roles were now free to perform sea duty.  Unfortu-
nately, news arose that Army and Navy nurses near the front
lines came under fire, worked 24 hour shifts during “drives”

and “pushes”, and nearly four hundred nurses overseas fell
victim to the 1918-1919 influenza epidemic (now thought to
be a virulent strain of the swine flu, but was then referred to
as “Spanish Influenza”) which swept across the United States
and Europe, killing 21 million people, and was especially
rampant in crowded communities such as military bases.  In
light of these facts, after the war, Congress sought to close the
“loopholes” allowing women to serve (Bellafaire).  The Army
and Navy Nurse Corps were reduced to their original pre-war
sizes and hundreds of women discharged, not suspecting that
only two decades later, American women would be called
upon to assist in a time of even greater military emergency.

As the United States was “propelled” into World War II
with the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the military faced yet
another manpower shortage, and a war with both an Atlantic
and a Pacific front.  It became obvious that the situation now
required the use of woman power, and to a much greater
extent than previously executed.  All four services created spe-
cial components for women, and began enlisting “for the
duration [of national emergency]”, because, as Dwight D.
Eisenhower, a staunch supporter of women’s military groups,
stated, “after an enlistment or two enlistments, women will
ordinarily – and thank God – they will get married”
(Williams).  But for now, policy-makers believed, “Women
did not join for selfish reasons…but rather to care for and sup-
port fighting men” (Williams).  Many men were motivated to
enlist in the military by prospects of adventure or a well-pay-
ing career, but limitations on women’s roles in the military
prevented such possibilities.  Rev. Nancy Bradley of the
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WAVES National Space Coast Unit “75 recalls that when she
entered the Navy Reserve in the early 1940s, she was one of
the “patriotic girls whose heads were filed with idealistic
thoughts of saving our country.” One recruiting poster
attempting to attract women to the service portrayed a man
literally chained to his typing desk looking longingly at anoth-
er poster of a soldier enroute to the front.  Such blatant
appeals to the women’s ethos encouraged the ladies to take
such positions so that men would be free to do the fighting,
and it proved highly effective, as the WAVES stood 86,000
strong at its peak, with the female Marines and SPARS fol-
lowing suit at 23,000 and 10,000 respectively (Women and
World War II).

“Many girls already had some familiarity with typing
from school, and it was much easier to recruit girls who knew
how to type than to take up a man’s time and position to teach
him,” a WAVES husband explains.  Upon enlisting, many
women were sent to Yeoman or Communications schools,
where they were trained to be “useful and not decorative”, and
typing was a “primary requisite”, according to Rev. Bradley.
Upon graduation; those who typed proficiently were given
secretarial or communications positions.  They were given the
title of Yeoman (F), more commonly called “yeomanettes”.
Doris Fischer of the Space Coast Unit # 75 relates that, as an
“unofficial leave yeoman”, she was even awakened in the
middle of the night for emergency typing.  “I had to live up to
the Coast Guard motto: Semper Paratus – Always Ready!”
Women assigned to communications departments worked
typing, decoding, distributing, duplicating and delivering
messages.  Because many messages were distributed on a
need-to-know basis, “accuracy was a must!” emphasizes Glo-
ria Sullivan, a WAVE of Space Coast Unit # 75.  She also
describes the perpetual problem of typewriter ink – “smudges
of purple ink all over…on our hands, nails, face, scalp, legs,
and even inside one’s bra!” They became used to the “royal
hue”, she concedes well naturedly, and “even managed to tol-
erate that certain shade with some humor”, and example of
the service women’s efforts to maintain a positive attitude at
all times.  Though yeoman did most of the day-to-day docu-
ment typing, women intended for administrative positions
were also required to type in order to better oversee the yeo-
manettes, as where WAVES were present so much be a female
officer.  Cryptology likewise required strong typing skills as
the keyboards of decoding machines and teletypewriters were
similar to those of the common typewriters used for secretar-
ial tasks.  Women in cryptology positions played a crucial role
military support, encoding and decoding vital messages, as
they made secure communication possible.

The SPARS, USCWR, and WAVES are women who
stepped up to serve their country without the lure of glory or
a lasting career, in a time when military service was not com-

patible with family life, and who proudly took on background
roles in order to form a strong foundation at home upon which
the men fighting abroad could always depend; they literally
took national defense and victory into their own hands.
“Anchors Aweigh”, the “Marine Hymn” and “Semper Para-
tus” are the songs of the “Typewriter sailors”: unsung hero-
ines of the Sea Services.
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Captain Laurel Blair Salton Clark Scholarship

NAVY WOMEN IN AVIATION AND SPACE
By John Sharkey III

The importance of women in the history of aviation and
space exploration is often underestimated.  From the beginning
of flight to the present, women have contributed in ways both
great and small.  In particular, many dedicated women of the
United States Navy have been extremely valuable in their serv-
ice to the nation.  History presents many noteworthy female
aviators and astronauts from the U.S. Navy whose distin-
guished careers contain many significant accomplishments.

There are many inspirational historical figures that have
opened doors for women in the field of aviation.  Blanche

TYPEWRITER SAILORS:  THE UNSUNG
HEROINES OF THE SEA SERVICES continued.
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Schott became the first woman pilot in 1910.  The following
year, Harriet Quimby became the first licensed woman pilot.
In 1942, Eleanor Roosevelt advocated the value of women
pilots by stating, “We are in a war and we need to fight it with
all our ability…Women pilots, in this particular case, are a
weapon waiting to be used.” In 1953, Jackie Cochran became
the first woman to break the sound barrier.  The next year,
Marion Hart crossed the Atlantic.  The first woman selected
by NASA was Geraldine Cobb in 1959.  This occurred in only
the second year of NASA’s existence.  Ensign Mary Crawford
became the Navy’s first female naval flight officer in 1981.
The first female pilot to die in combat was Major Marie T.
Rossi during Desert Storm (“Timeline”).

The military’s policy regarding women pilots has evolved
gradually over time.  Initially, the male-dominated military
services resisted the presence of female pilots.  It is interest-
ing to note that the Navy was the first branch to take the ini-
tiative by admitting women pilots.  In 1974, six women earned
their wings and became the first naval aviators.  The Air Force
allowed women pilots in 1976 but did not allow them to fly
combat missions.   Although all military branches finally
trained women pilots, restrictions existed for many years.
Restrictive policies included quotas, limited pilot slots, com-
bat exclusion laws, and limits to the type of aircraft women
were allowed to fly.  Finally, in 1993, Secretary of Defense
Les Aspin opened the door for an increased number of women
pilots and crew members.  His new policy removed almost all
of the restrictions previously imposed on women.  With these
new opportunities, female pilot numbers in all branches have
been increasing steadily.  In the present war in Afghanistan
and Iraq, women are serving as bomber pilots, navigators,
tanker pilots, and weapons officers (Wilson).

In 1997, the Navy Women Navigators of World War II
were inducted into the Women in Aviation International Pio-
neer Hall of Fame.  The women fulfilling these positions were
the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service,com-
monly referred to as the WAVES.  The WAVES became an
integral part of naval operations.  The Navy commissioned
women officers as Air Navigation Instructors, come of whom
received flight pay.  These women were sent for celestial nav-
igation training or became part of the Naval Air Transport Ser-
vice.  They were assigned to various bases around the country
after completion of training.  The WAVES made a significant
contribution to the war effort in many areas (“Women”).

The establishment and growth of the WAVES program
was furthered by Joy Bright Hancock.  She joined the Navy in
1918 as a yeoman first class.  As was the policy at that time,
Hancock was relegated to servicing as a clerk or courier.  After
World War I, she remained a civilian employee at the Bureau
of Aeronautics in Washington.  Between 1930 and 1942, she
worked in a program to convince Congress to allow women to
serve after realizing that the Canadian and English Air Forces
were effectively using women personnel.  Her efforts resulted
in Congress’s approval of the Women’s Naval Reserve, which
became known as WAVES.  Hancock immediately enlisted as

a lieutenant.  She campaigned for expanded roles in the Navy
beyond administrative jobs, in fields such as aviation mechan-
ics. The occupation was eventually opened to women.  In
1946, after World War II, Hancock became the director of the
Women’s Reserve.  Her testimony influenced Congress to
pass the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act on July 30,
1948 (“Wuest”).

The Women in Aviation International Pioneer Hall of
Fame inducted Jacqueline Smith in 1998.  After graduating
high school, Smith joined the Navy to become an air traffic
controller.  During this career, she dedicated herself to the
cause of advancing women’s opportunities in the field.  She
earned promotions to high-profile positions such as the first
woman manager of an Air Route Traffic Control Center and
the first woman Regional Administrator in the FAA.  Smith
eventually co-founded Professional Women Controllers, Inc.
to encourage women in the field of aviation.  This pioneering
organization began with seventy members and is now com-
prised of over eight hundred military, FAA, and international
controllers (“Women”).

Many Navy women have been selected by NASA for
flight training and to fulfill other important roles in space
exploration.  Laurel Clark was a US Navy officer who was
selected to become an astronaut by NASA.  Clark’s pre-NASA
career included work at the Naval Hospital in Bethesda,
Maryland, where she completed her postgraduate medical
studies.  After training at the Naval Aerospace Medical Insti-
tute in Pensacola, Florida, Clark was designated as a Naval
Flight Surgeon.  She served on many aircraft and deployed to
such areas as the Western Pacific.  During her distinguished
career in the Navy, Clark earned certification as a Basic Life
Support Instructor, Advanced Cardiac Life Support Provider,
and Radiation Health Officer (“Laurel”).

In August 1996, Dr. Clark reported to the Johnson Space
Center for two years of training.  Before being assigned to a
mission, she worked in the Astronaut Office Payloads/Habit-
ability Branch.  She was selected as a mission specialist for
the STS -107 mission aboard the space shuttle Columbia.
This mission in January 2003 lasted for approximately sixteen
days, during which the crew conducted numerous successful
experiments.  This mission ended tragically sixteen minutes
before landing when the shuttle’s heat shield failed.  She was
posthumously awarded the Congressional Space Medal of
Honor and the NASA Distinguished Service Medal for her
sacrifice (“Laurel”).

Commander Lisa M. Nowak of the U.S. Navy has been
selected as a crew member for mission STS – 121.  This will
be the first mission since the Columbia tragedy.  Nowak and
her crew will be charged with testing new safety procedures
and delivering supplies to the International Space Station.
Before being selected by NASA, Nowak had logged over
1,500 flight hours in more than thirty different types of air-
craft.  She earned her wings as a Naval Flight Officer in June
1987.  During her naval career, Nowak has served at Point
Mugu, California and Pauxtent River, Maryland.  At NASA,
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she has acted as the prime communicator with on-orbit crews
in the CAPCOM Branch of Mission Control (“Lisa”).

Navy women have made many significant contributions
to the fields of aviation and space exploration.  Certain inspir-
ing individuals have led the way towards increased opportu-
nity for women in these fields.  In doing so, these pioneers
have paved the way for the future of women in all aspects of
aviation and space.  Their work has augmented American mil-
itary strength.  Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to these
dedicated women.
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NAVY WOMEN IN AVIATION AND SPACE continued.

There will be a Hospitality Roomavailable
for early arrivals on Sunday, September 17,
2006 located on Deck 5 in the Degas
Lounge from 1230 – 1500.

Su Carroll, WN MAL and Free Lance
Writer will join us on our convention cruise.
Su would like to interview Korean era and
peace time era sea service women while we
are at sea. Do you have a story to tell? Con-
tact Su now and let her know you are ready,
willing and able to chat. Sucrrll@aol.com

According to the Miami Carnival Cruise
Representative, we will NOT have
assigned seating in the Monet Dining room
during our 1745 seating. That means that
you may sit wherever you choose and you
can change tables every night if you want
to. What a great way to renew friendships
and visit with our sea service sisters that we
may only get to see every two years or so.
There is no need to line up outside of the
dining room door early either. The doors
don’t open until 1745 and there are plenty
of tables for everyone. We do have to order
and get our dinners eaten in a timely man-
ner however, since there is another seating
right after our group. We will all dine in the
lower Monet dining room together and
there will be many other passengers on the

upper level as well. Corrine Robinson and
I will have assigned tables, however, so that
we can invite others to join us. 

Travel Affiliates have had several requests
from WN members for a passenger list, in
order to see who all is coming on our cruise.
The passenger list will be included with
your travel documents when you receive
them.Cabin numbers will NOT be includ-
ed, however, due to privacy. If you want to
call someone’s cabin, but don’t know what
cabin they are in, just call the Pursers desk
and they will transfer your call. 

Would you like to decorate your cabin
door?We have been given permission to
do just that. We may use magnets or tape
to decorate our outside cabin door with
small items to let everyone know who we
are. You might want to think about bring-
ing a facsimile of your Unit logo to adhere
to the outside door while we are onboard.
Hopefully no one will steal what we put
up, but you need to keep that in mind—
after all, we will not be the only guests
onboard that week. 

GREEN AROUND THE GILLS?
If you believe that you may get a little sea
sick, please contact your Doctor now to see

what he/she recommends. There are
numerous patches, bracelets and pills that
you may purchase over the counter, just in
case. You won’t be the only one wearing a
patch! In case you forget to bring these
items, they are available onboard from the
Purser or the Ships Doctor. 

Don’t forget to bring your June White
Caps with you. The bylaws amendments
are in that issue and will be voted on. And,
yes, we will wear our uniforms on Tues-
day, Sep 19 during our one and only gen-
eral meeting. There will also be a Cocktail
Party for our group during the week.
Please read the daily Carnival Capers for
the date, time and place.

Becky Jimenez and Paula Yennie, of Trav-
el Affiliates, will be joining us on our cruise
to make sure that we are well taken care of.
Both Becky and Paula have been working
with our group for almost two years now
and look forward to meeting each one of us
in person. 

"Somewhere, beyond the sea, somewhere,
waiting for me…"

SEAYOU IN SEPTEMBER!

CRUISE NEWS CRUISE NEWS CRUISE NEWS
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ARKANSAS TRAVELERS
Unit # 1 (AR) – Unit members attended
Memorial Day ceremonies at the Nation-
al Cemetery, followed by a barbeque
luncheon on the  grounds of the Gover-
nor’s Mansion. Unit meetings are held at
Bennigan’s in West Little Rock.  Elec-
tions were held and a full slate of officers
was elected.

BAY AREA WAVES
Unit # 3 (FL) – Because of long busi-
ness meetings, the unit voted to meet
every month but have a social brunch
with business meetings alternating
every other month.  Our attendance
shows we enjoy and have more turn out
for the brunch social.  This getter older
needs to have some perks!  In June, the
unit held  installation of new officers and
enjoyed a lovely 4th of July Flag cake
and a cool punch.  The unit will celebrate
our 25th year of being a chartered unit
(August 3, l981) of WAVES National.
We are Still Something Special!

ROADRUNNER
Unit # 4 (NM) – Unit officers were
installed at the May meeting with all offi-
cers reelected from previous term. The
unit was actively involved with Memorial
Day program at the New Mexico Veter-
ans Memorial which was a special cere-
mony honoring the New Mexico men and
women who have fallen in Afghanistan
and Operation Iraqi Freedom with all fam-
ily members present. The Unit is inactive
for the summer months, except for the
WAVES 64th Anniversary luncheon at
Red Lobster Restaurant.

GATEWAY WAVES
Unit # 5 (MO) – Unit members were
happy to meet Corrine Robinson during
Women Veteran’s Week in Branson,
MO, May 2006. Guest of honor was
Brigadier General USAF (Ret) Wilma L.
Vaught, president of Women In the Ser-
vice Memorial Association (WIMSA);
Washington, D.C. Members also partici-
pated in the Intervets Memorial Day
service at Jefferson Barracks National
cemetery and bingo at the Veterans
Home, St. Louis, MO.

HEART OF AMERICA
Unit # 9 (KS & MO) – The unit met at
American Legion Post 318, Parkville,

MO on June 24, 2006.  Arline
Miles, State Director, read her
report regarding volunteer
hours, stating a total of 3,501
hours were given by unit

members during the last six months. Pat
Harms entertained the group with an
interesting question and answer session
regarding the Changing of the Guard
procedures at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier.  The program speaker, Mr.
Calvin Evans, gave an informative talk
about American Legion Post 318 at
Parkville.

OLD IRONSIDES
Unit # 17 (MA) – Thanks to the efforts of
our Regional Rep, Lucille Greer, this unit
will continue to function.  She presented
several options for our consideration.  In
an effort to save the unit from disband-
ing, the decision was made to elect two
members to act as Co-Presidents.
Instead of having four big meetings per
year, we will have one big one, plus
three smaller ones in strategic locations
throughout our State convenient to the
majority of our members.  Volunteers
have stepped forward to chair these
meetings.  Consequently, we now have
a full slate of officers who were sworn in
at this meeting.

NORTH COAST WAVES
Unit # 21 (OH) – A docent from the First
Ladies Library in Canton presented a
program on Revolutionary War women
during the May meeting.  In addition to
ongoing donations, unit members are
now sending year round greeting cards
to the women veterans at the Ohio Vet-
erans Home in Sandusky.  Some mem-
bers rode in the Stow 4th of July parade.
While a few members are on the con-
vention cruise, several others will partic-
ipate in the first area Stand Down at an
Akron VFW.  All military organizations
participating are coordinating services
and items that will be available for home-
less and disadvantaged veterans.  The
Women Marines and this unit are con-
centrating on women veterans needs.

LEATHERSTOCKING WAVES
Unit # 26 (NY) – 2005 was a busy year
for a small group such as our unit.  In
January, the members sent cards and
letters to two ladies serving in Iraq.  In
April the unit donated $100 to the Can-
cer Walk.  In May, they donated $25
towards art supplies for a Rescue Mis-
sion member who  won 3rd prize at the

Syracuse VA hospital.  Unit President
May Erin Blair was honored as Business
Woman of the Year.  $25 was also
donated to the USO for the men and
women in Iraq.  Donation of $50 was
made in September for victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina and  personal Items were
donated to the Syracuse VA Hospital.  In
November, $50 was donated for crafts at
the hospital. The unit also “adopted” a
local boy and girl, providing clothing,
toys and  books.  The local program is
called the “Gram Lorrine Christmas
Clothing Program”.  The year closed
with donations of $50 to the Walter Reed
Hospital for Iraq returnees and $110 to
the Fallen Heroes fund in the Service of
Veterans in Rehabilitation in Texas.  A full
year indeed and proud of it!

STARS AND STRIPES
Unit # 36 (CA) – The Unit held their quar-
terly meeting on 13 May at the Holiday
Inn.  Prior to lunch, the unit was enter-
tained by Gloria Ensign who played
30’s/40’s songs on her accordion.  The
unit sang along.  Business portion of
meeting was election and installation of
officers, planning a visit to the Veteran’s
Home in Chula Vista, and the upcoming
bid for the next convention.

CONNECTICUT YANKEES 
Unit # 42 (CT) – It was a lovely day as
seven members marched and three
rode in the Wethersfield Memorial Day
parade and five other members partici-
pated in parades in their respective
towns.  We were honored to have Alter-
nate Region VIII Representative Hazel
Prindle attend our June meeting and
luncheon. Eleven members traveled to
Newport, RI for an enjoyable time at the
15th Anniversary celebration for Unit
118.  Our next meeting will be Saturday,
Sept 9 for our annual picnic on Long
Island Sound in Madison.  Enjoy the
summer!

GULF COAST DOLPHINS
Unit # 56 (FL) – Members traveled to
Port Charlotte in May to see the Military
Heritage and Aviation Museum which
was enjoyed by all.  Six members
attended the FL Conference in Clearwa-
ter in mid-May.  It was great to meet with
some of the WAVES from FL.  The unit
is excited to host the FL All Women’s
Veterans Luncheon in Venice on Nov.
4th. The unit hopes that all women vet-
erans of all services will attend.  Brig.
General Wilma Vaught, USAF, (Ret) will
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be the guest speaker.  Contact Kathy
Radka at 941-429-4968 for more infor-
mation or email katradka654@aol.com.

JERSEY COLONIAL WAVES
Unit # 59 (NJ) – Members rode in the St
Patrick’s Day and Memorial Day parades
and decorated a monument.  The unit
also decorated a store window for Memo-
rial Day.  Prior to Memorial Day, the unit
held a tea with women at Lyons VA Hos-
pital.  The group has collected and donat-
ed many toiletry articles and contributed
money towards personal lockers for
homeless and transitional housing.

SAND DOLLAR 
Unit # 60 (FL) – Bay Pines VA Medical
Center has been renamed as: Bay Pines
VA Healthcare System, due to the
expansion and services extended to vet-
erans.  Several members distributed
flowers to women veterans at Bay Pines
at Easter time.  The unit has again spon-
sored a Student volunteer for the sum-
mer.  At the final meeting for the summer,
several members visited the Southeast-
ern Guide Dogs facility and at that time
they donated $100.  Several members
attended the WN Spring Conference in
May which was hosted by WAVES Unit #
15.  Six members plan to attend the Con-
vention Cruise in September.

WAVES AGO
Unit # 61 (TX) – Midsummer meeting will
celebrate the WAVES birthday and also
include other services which were also
established in l942.  Highlight of the birth-
day will be a visit by our National Presi-
dent, Barbara Turner.  Guest Speaker is
Helen Smith, National POW Historian.

ORANGE BLOSSOM WAVES
Unit # 69 (FL) – Unit members attended
the WAVES National Region XII Florida
State Conference held May 19 to 21,
2006.  The unit will be taking a summer
break from June through August.  The
next meeting will be held September 9,
2006, just before the WN Cruise.  Unit
69’s goals for the new year will be work-
ing on recruiting new members.

SPACE COAST WAVES
Unit # 75 (FL) – In a unique ceremony,
MSgt Donna Painter, USAF (ret)

installed the newly elected officers of
the unit.  The featured speaker was
honorary member and editor of the
Space Capsule, Bob Bauer.  The topic:
Tragic, Humorous, Rewarding experi-
ences as a non-professional musician.
Corral him on the cruise, gals – he is
quite the raconteur!  The unit received
an invitation to the Change-of-Com-
mand and subsequent Retirement Cer-
emony of SWO Mary C. Ward,
Commanding Officer of U.S. Coast
Guard Station, Port Canaveral. The unit
is proud of Alice Wheeler’s granddaugh-
ter, Ariel, whose winning essay in the
annual scholarship contest is printed in
this issue. Yea, Ariel.  The unit enjoyed
an informal lunch at TIDES, Patrick Air
Force Base. The next meeting will be in
September.  Unit members have an
impressive 4,669 hours of volunteer
service to the community. Six members
and two husbands will be aboard the
Convention Cruise.  Happy Sailing!

REDWOOD EMPIRE WAVES
Unit # 77 (CA) – Plans are jelling for the
unit’s hosting of the All Women Veterans
Luncheon on November 4th at the
Embassy Suites in San Rafael. A work
party at the June meeting addressed
envelopes which will be used for mailing
reservation forms, and some very nice
raffle gifts are being solicited.  Sadly, the
unit has lost five members who died
since January of last year, the latest
being Helen Hunter, unit historian. Mem-
bers attended her services and military
honors were conducted by member Hat-
tie Stone.

CONNECTICUT MARINERS
Unit # 82 (CT) – General meeting and
election of officers for 2007 – 2008 took
place. Telephone cards were contributed
to Walter Reed and the naval hospital at
Bethesda.  Phone cards and bed linens
were donated to Homes for the Brave, a
homeless shelter for veterans at Bridge-
port, CT.  A donation was made to the
Red, White and Blue Mass held at the
Cathedral of St. Patrick at Norwich for
veterans and their families.  A donation
to the Shriner’s Hospital was made in
memory of deceased member Gladys
Thompson Curnin. A member’s hus-
band who served in the Army during
WWII and participated in the liberation of
France received the French Legion of
Honor medal from the French govern-
ment at a ceremony in New York.  Plans
for a get-together in the summer were
made. Everyone have a great summer!

VOLUNTEERS
Unit # 94 (TN) – The unit has the distinct
honor of having their President, Harriett
L. Howard, named “Veterans Affairs Vol-
untary Service (VAVS) National Advisory
Committee (NAC) Female Volunteer of
Year 2005”.  This award was presented
at the 60th Annual Meeting of the VAVS
NAC in Sparks, NV May 04 - 07 2006.
She was nominated by WAVES National
President Barbara Turner and was
selected from 94,000 active volunteers
from 154 VA Medical Centers.  WN is
also honored as Harriett is WAVES
National VAVS NAC Representative.
Our current unit membership for 2006,
has twenty-five regular and eleven asso-
ciate members.  Unit officers were re-
elected to serve 2006-2008.  Regional XI
Representative, Patty Jo Parks conduct-
ed the installation ceremony at our 08
July 2006 meeting.  Merilyn Evans has
been elected Tennessee State Director
for 2006-2008.  Eight of our members
are anxiously anticipating the “CRUISE”
and developing their “sea legs”...so for
everyone going...a toast...”Here’s wish-
ing you ‘Blue Skies and Smooth Sailing’
for the entire cruise”!

FLATWATER WAVES
Unit # 98 (NE) – Despite the high gas
prices, the Flatwater WAVES of Nebras-
ka are driving many miles to the meetings
in York, Lincoln, and Columbus for the
present year.  In April, author Marie
Kramer, discussed the numerous books
she has published, some were military
memoirs of men in the service in WW II,
one American, one German.  Our Volun-
teer services vary: CASA, (Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocate), Church choir,
Elementary School volunteer, Genealogy
research, collecting names of military in
county for Memorial to be created, YMCA
work, making centerpieces for Veteran’s
hospitals, Social Action Committee for
Unitarian Church and inviting Gold Star
mothers to the Memorial program in Lin-
coln in June.

GREEN MOUNTAIN WAVES
Unit # 109 (VT) – Clear the decks! We
wish all the shipmates smooth sailing
and bring back to those who stayed
ashore good reports of the general busi-
ness meeting and of course the cama-
raderie of the 2006 WN Cruise.

GREEN MOUNTAIN GIRLS
Unit # 113 (VT) – Aileen Weddell from
Ferrisburgh was the Grand Marshall of



AUGUST 2006 Visit our website: www.womenofthewaves.c om PAGE 13

the Vergennes Memorial Day parade.
Members of Unit # 113 and # 109 are
preparing for next years New England
Regional Conference that will be held
May 31, 2007 at the Lake Morey Inn in
Fairlee, VT. 

OCEAN STATE
Unit # 18 (RI) – Thirty unit members,
including 10 charter members assem-
bled for a 15th Anniversary group photo
at the Newport Officers  Club.  98 mem-
bers and guests enjoyed the meal. New
England Regional Rep Lucille Greer
installed the officers for the next two
years.  Two women from the National
Guard joined as Associate members
and active duty ENCS Christine Hyde,
stationed in Newport, joined both WN
and Unit # 118.  Members participated in
the Fourth of July parade at Bristol and
had fun at the usual Potluck Picnic.

LAKE ERIE WAVES
Unit # 128 (OH) – A new slate of officers
was installed at the July meeting.  Many
thanks to all who stepped up to keep the
unit afloat for another year.  Adonation of
$100 was made to the Ohio Vets Home
in Sandusky to buy things for the mem-
bers who live there. A donation of $50
was also made to the Heather Downs
Library for the use of a meeting room.

CASCADE SEAFARERS
Unit # 138 (OR) – It has been awhile
since we have had news in the White
Caps, but this should make up for it!
Unit member, Mickey Kalinauskas was
elected Oregon State Director and
plans to visit the other units during her
term of office.  In March, several mem-
bers from the unit attended the Oregon
Veterans Department seminar for all
veterans; and reported it was very
informative.  At the seminar, the unit
acquired a new member: Carrol Dono-
hue.  In July the unit joined with Ore-
gon Lighthouse Unit 96 and the
Coastal Women Veterans for the annu-
al “Picnic at the Beach”.  This year’s

theme was a luau; dress for the day
was muumuus and everyone wore leis.
As far as your reporter knows at this
time, there will be seven from our unit
attending the convention.

INLAND NORTHWEST
Unit # 140 (WA) – Installation of officers
occurred at Casey’s on June 1st.  Volun-
teers continue to participate at the Veter-
ans Hospital.  Two members and a guest
will be attending the Convention Cruise.

TIDEWATER TIDAL WAVES
Unit # 152 (VA) – Member, Charity
Mahanna, MU1, invited us to attend their
Atlantic Fleet Band Concert in Norfolk on
July 4th.  The unit brought treats and
cards to send to the Navy Showband, on
TAD, aboard the USNS Mercy, the West
Coast Hospital ship. Approximately ten
members met at the Tidewater Veterans
Memorial in Virginia Beach for the annu-
al Memorial Day wreath laying ceremo-
ny. Libby Morrison reported that she has
received a DVD from Hampton VA Hos-
pital of the Golden Age Games and that
it was wonderful!

Virginia Zamzow,
Unit 009, USCG (KS)

Eleanor F. Fleming,
Unit 017, USN (MA)

Helene D. Johnson,
Unit 017, USN (MA)

Emily  Reiprich Beasley,
Unit 029, USN (FL)

Virginia S. Hawkins,
Unit 029, USN (FL)

Gloria J. Waeiss,
Unit 032, USN (MI)

Myra K. Dreger
Unit 039, USN (WI)

ReJane M. Fiori,
Unit 041, USN (ME)

Genoria F. Maddle,
Unit 041, USN (ME)

Helen Louise Marko Hunter
Unit 077, USN (CA)

Gladys L. Curnin,
Unit 082, USN (CT)

E.B. “Peggy” Cecchin, 
Unit 104, USN (FL)

Blanche R. Varrin Schinkel, 
Unit 118, USN (RI)

Rose Henderson, 
Unit 127, USN (NJ)

Theresa Italiano, 
Unit 127, USN (NJ)

Marcella J. Cottrell, 
Unit 128, USN (OH)

Mary H. Hash Moynahan, 
Unit 129, USN (KY)

Frances Madden Hobbins, 
Unit 144, USN (NC)

Orlie Carole McCulloch McKnight, 
Unit 146, USN (NV)

Virginia Williams, 
Unit 152, USN (VA)

Jaclyn R. Caselli, 
MAL, USN (CA)

Dorothy F. Thompson, 
MAL, USN, (FL)

Please send all WN memberSilver Taps information to Executive Secretary, Gloria Galati (address on page 2)

WN MEMBERS

Gone, but not forgotten!

Lois Jones Sierson, 
Unit 026, USCG (NY)

Elsie M. Pouss, 
Unit 133, USN (OH) 

Virginia Pease Connor Panzarella, 
Unit 049, USN (NY) 

WN FORMER MEMBERS
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GETTING READY FOR THE CONVENTION CRUISE?
Don't forget to bring this along¼ better yet, sing it at your meetings and have your ªpipesº ready to sing it on
the cruise.  It was voted as the ªOfficial Songº for WAVES National at our last convention.  It was wr itten by
Mary Hirschfeldt of Unit # 115 and arranged by Marion Gray of Unit # 41.  Mary Hirschfeldt and Gladys Martin,
Keystone WAVES Unit 6 will lead us in song during the cruise.



WAVES National Ship’s Store
GRAND REOPENING

Help celebrate our new location in beautiful East Tennessee.
Shelves are stuffed and must be cleared to make room for

more items.  You reap the savings!

_______ Golf Shirt, Blue w/25th Anniversary Logo (Circle color & size)  . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 . . . $10.00 __________
Blue          White                  SM         MED         LG         XL

_______ “Sisters in Service” Clock by Westclock (Circle color)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.00 . . . . $5.00 __________
Blue          Black         White          Beige

_______ Philadelphia 2004 Convention Lapel Pin w/25th Anniversary Logo . . . . $3.50 . . . . $2.00 __________
_______ Ceramic Magnet with 25th Anniversary Logo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.25 . . . . $1.00 __________
_______ Ceramic Coaster with 25th Anniversary Logo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50  . . . .$1.00 __________
_______ Round Nightlight with 25th Anniversary Logo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.25 . . . . $1.00 __________
_______ Square Nightlight with 25th Anniversary Logo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.25 . . . . $1.00 __________
_______ Philadelphia 2004 Convention Patch w/25th Anniversary Logo  . . . . . . . $2.50 . . . . $1.00 __________
_______ Philadelphia 2004 Convention Tote w/25th Anniversary Logo  . . . . . . . . $6.00 *FREE w/any purchase

Original Sale
Quantity Item Description Price Price Total

Name: __________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip

Email: ____________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

PLEASE MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: “WAVES NATIONAL SHIP’S STORE”.
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LIMITED QUANTITIES
NO RAINCHECKS or BACKORDERS for above items.

Orders will be filled on first received basis.
**

Attach April 2006 Order Form TO ORDER REGULAR ITEMS (Enter Total for attached Order Form) . . . . __________

Enter MERCHANDISE TOTAL from attached Order Form here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . __________

Enter Applicable Shipping & Handling Charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . __________

TOTAL DUE __________
SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES

0 to $10.00 = $4.00
$11.00 to $25.00 = $7.00
$26.00 to $49.00 = $10.00

$50.00 and above = FREE!

NO phone or credit card orders accepted.
Personal check or Money Order ONLY.

MAIL PAYMENT WITH COMPLETED ORDER FORM TO:

Patty Jo Parks, 6920 Sawtooth Drive, Ooltewah, TN 36373-6894
Phone: (423) 326-0839 • Email : waves.shipstore@yahoo.com

Ship’s Store Use Only

Rec’d ____________________

Proc ____________________

Comp ____________________

#



NON PROFIT.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
NEWBURYPORT, MA

PERMIT NO. 123

WAVES NATIONAL
16547 So. Red Rock Drive
Strongsville, OH  44136
Address Service Requested

NOTE: WHITE CAPS not having
correct address will notbe forwarded,
and are destroyed at the local Post
Office. Only the address label is
returned to the Executive Secretary,
and WN has to pay postage due at
50¢ per label returned. If possible,
please send the address change form
in 60 days before moving. Thank you.

MEMBERS: If you are going to be
traveling from time to time, why not
sendPat $3.00 to have your WHITE
CAPS sent first class mail.  This way,
you will never have to miss an issue.

ADDRESS CHANGE FORM

OLD: (Paste WHITE CAPS label here)

NEW ADDRESS: __________________________________________

CITY: ________________________ STATE: ______ ZIP: __________

PHONE # (                ) ______________________________________
area code (Check here if unlisted)

EFFECTIVE DATE: ________________________________________

Mail to: Gloria Galati , Executive Secretary,
16547  So. Red Rock Drive, Strongsville, OH  44136 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
(Dues period 1 January to 31 December)

Please type, print, or use address label Date ______________________
Name __________________________________________________________ Member ID # ________________________

Address ________________________________________________________ (Find on WHITE CAPS address label)

City __________________________________________ State __________ Zip Code____________________________

Telephone Number (             ) ____________________________________________ (Check here if unlisted) 

Check #____________________     Dues for 1 year are $15.00 Check Amount:____________________

Please enclose a check or money order for $15.00 for dues for one year, made payable to WAVES National, and submit
with this form to the National Treasurer, Pat Childers, PO Box 53201, Fayett eville, NC 28305

New members use WN membership application only.

Still Something Special

The Life Membership rates are as follows:
17-25 years - $315 
26-30 years - $300 
31-35 years - $250 

36-40 years - $235 
41-45 years - $220
46-50 years - $200

51-55 years - $185
56-60 years - $165
61-65 years - $145

66-70 years - $120
71-75 years - $100
76-80 years - $80

81-85 years - $65
86 and older - $60


