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VA Violates Law and Takes Entitled Benefits
from Widows of Deceased Veterans

WASHINGTON (Dec. 18, 2008) —
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
today announced immediate actions to
quickly identify and pay surviving spous-
es who are digible to receive a one-time
compensation or pension payment for the
month of the veteran’sdesth. “Thisbene-
fit payment islong overdueto many of our
beneficiaries” said Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, Dr. James B. Pegke. “In these dif-
ficult economic times, it isimperative that
we take aggressive action to fix this Stua
tion for the families of our veterans”

Problemsin VA'simplementation of
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to get their duesin o
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a change in law that was effective in
1997 resulted in some surviving spouses
not receiving the veteran's compensation
or penson payment for the month of
death. This problem was recently brought
to VA's atention by Sen. Danid K.
Akaka, chairman of the Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee.

Peake immediately directed the for-
mation of a specia task force to identify
and pay the beneficiaries who never
received the benefit or were inadvertent-
ly required to repay the money issued for
the month of a veteran’s degth.

ASAP Youwill beinarrearsif you arenot
paid by April 1t and you will not receive
anymore White Caps after the April issue
unlessyou arepaid. Nationd duesare $15
per year, and unit dues vary by unit. The
Life Membership tableis on the back page
for your information.

Unit Treasurers and MALs are
reminded to send dues to Lou Ann
Huskisson. Many of you are sending them
to the Executive Secretary and shemud, in
turn, send them on to Lou Ann. This not
only causes a ddlay in new memberships
and renewds, but aso increasss cost to
WAVES Nationd. Also, please send dl
donations and firdt class postage payments
to Lou Ann. Her address is on the Steff
page & the back of each issue of WC.

Having each and every one of you as
members means a lot to me and | don't

Surviving spouses most likely to be
affected by this processing problem are
those who never applied to VA for sur-
vivors  benefits following the death of
the veteran.

The task force is in the process of
reviewing VA's payment records for vet-
eranswho died after December 31, 1996,
and who are survived by a spouse. The
review will identify those to whom VA
owes retroactive veteran's death benefits.
Current address information is being
obtained for as many of these beneficiar-
iesas possible.

(Continued on page 2)

The President’s Message

want any of you to missout on everything
WN has to offer. You are our greatest
asset and | can't begin to thank you for al
you have done and continue to do for
WAVES Nationdl.

If you would like your unit informa:
tion published in the White Caps, please
send your aticle and photo, if you have
one, to Lucille Greer and copy me. You
may send snail mail or email. If | don't get
acopy, | cannot insurethat your articlegets
in the White Caps. Please check both
Lucille's and my addresses on page 14 of
the mogt current issue.

| am planning on attending regiona
conferences in Phoenix, AZ; Lake Buena
Vida, FL; and, Huntsville, AL, and hopeto
attend others, as well. If you have issues
that need to be brought to the attention of
the nationd dected officers and/or Board

(Continued on page 2)



VA Violates Law...
(Continued from page 1)

VA will begin issuing retroactive
payments to eigible surviving spouses
a the end of this month (Dec.). Pay-
ments will continue to be issued as
additional unpaid beneficiaries are
identified and VA is able to obtain cur-
rent address information.

Because there are deceased veterans
for whom VA does not have marital sta-
tus information, a specid Survivors Call
Center has been established for spouses
who believe they may be entitled to this
retroactive month-of-death benefit.

Surviving spouses are encouraged
to contact the Survivors' Call Center at
the toll free telephone number, 1-800-
749-8387. Cal Center agents will
assist surviving spouses in providing
VA with the information needed to
determine their eigibility.

The Cal Center is open Monday
through Friday from 7:00 am to 7:00
pm, central standard time. Inquiries
may aso be submitted through the
Internet at http://www.vba.va.gov/sur-
vivorsbe-nefit.htm.

VA isaggressively changing its pro-
ng procedures to ensure this benefit
is correctly paid to al surviving spouses
in the future.

VA's disability payment system will
also be enhanced to automate the bene-
fitsfor the month of the veteran’s month-

Dear Lord,
As| kneel down to pray
| have so much to ask,
| ask for strength
With which to serve
A Nation’s mighty task.
| need the grace for which to wear
In dignity and pride, my uniform
And with it take its meaning
in my stride.
Teach me, Oh, Lord, obedience,
That | may do my best

In Memory of PN1 Dorothy (Sudomir) Budacki, USNR
March 15, 1918 — December 19, 2008
Past WAVES National President
1996-1998

Until our country once again

Is peaceful and at rest.

And having these to guide me
While our Country is at war,

| have but then to thank you, Lord,
| cannot ask for more.

Thank you for our Country,

For our people free and brave,
And make me ever worthy, Lord,
To be aNavy WAVE.

(Author Unknown)

Dorothy will be missed.
For anyone wishing to post a tribute to Dorothy, please go to

of-death payment for al eligible this link and enter her name.

SUrviving Souses. http://www.legacy.com/Ohio/GB/GuestbookView.aspx ?Personl d=121745334

President’s Message... CORRECTION FOR
(Continued from page 1)

of Directors, the regiona conferences are
your forums for that. Don't forget your
chain of command, however. Make sure
any issues you have are discussed at your
unit, state and regiona level before taking
them to nationd.

Asmany of you learned over the hal-
idays, Dorothy Budacki passed away.
WAVES National haslost a staunch sup-

porter and dedicated, enthusiagtic veter-
an. Our hearts and prayers are with her
family during these trying times.

God bless each and every one of you
and, especidly our troops.

Always Navy,
Dasoa

DECEMBER WHITE CAPS

My sincere apologies go to
Frances Swensen (Atta WAVE).
Frances name was misspdled in the
origina copy. When verifying whether
or not she was a member of WAVES
Nationd, | could not locate her namein
the membership database. Francesisa
MAL and has been for many
years. We regret the error and any
inconvenience it may have caused.
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FROM THE BRIDGE

Fl RST VICE PRESIDENT
Gloria Galati

This aticle is dedicated to
Pl the memory of Dorothy
" Budacki, Past Nationd Pres-
‘ ident of WAVES Nationd.

An open letter to Dorothy
“Dutchi€’ Budacki: Dorothy, you were so
very specid in my life and to many
younger members of WAVES Nationa.
You were such adriving force in not only
getting us to join WN but to get involved
and make a difference in the organization
and each other! You taught us that in lov-
ing agreater cause, we could become bet-
ter people for it! We loved your samile,
your zest for life and your dedication to
always hang in there and never give up
spirit when the going got rough! We
learned that your sense of duty and com-
mitment not only extended to WAVES
National but to many other civic and reli-
gious organizations. We thank you for al
that you have given to WAVES Nationa
and in your life!l You will dways be
missed and loved by dl of us who were
lucky to have known you! And you will
always have a piece of my heart. Inclos
ing, we bid you “Fair Winds and Follow-
ing Seas,” and, as dways, | say, “Anchors
Aweigh!” Love, Gloria

g

§oom, oo
e

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Jo Adamson

Well, we now are beginning
a new year and | hope
everyone had a wonderful
holiday season. We lost
some of our shipmates this
year and they will be deeply missed. Our
hearts and sympathy go out to the Budac-
ki family for theloss of their mother aswe
saw Mom and both daughters in Septem-
ber and al werefine.

We adso had another unit disband,
Oregon Lighthouse Unit 96. The few
remaining members will become MALS.
We are dowly losing some of our older
units. | will be so happy when we can add
new units. We are getting requests from
various areas requesting how to start new

units because they miss the camaraderie
they had with the units they belonged to
before they moved. If any of you members
who have moved and have not been ableto
find a unit close a hand, let me know and
I will send you everything you need to
know on how to start a new unit.

| have been in contact with RTC
Chapel at Great Lakesfor placement of a
stain glass window and they have been
very receptive in our placement for one
a RTC. Our new Stain Glass Windows
Chairman, Barbara McGuire, will have
more information out to you members as
soon as| can get more information to her
after the first of the year. Maybe we will
get it installed sometime in 2009. Let us
dl hope dl our shipmates have a grest and
lucrative year in 2009. Just remember to
make a New Year's resolution and go out
and work a bit by RECRUITING -
RECRUITING for WAVESNationd. MAY
GOD BLESSYOU, ONEAND ALL

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Barb Turner

Happy New Year! If you
have a new e-mail address,
please let me know so that |
can update my address book.
| communicate by e-mail
and snail mail, but emall is certainly fagter.

Yes, you may send me e-mail with
deceased member information, elected
officer transmittal information or any other
reports that are required. Please include
the term of office for those that servein a
unit office.

When | mail membership cards to unit
treasurers for new members, | have been
including the unit roster and the latest copy
of the White Caps for each new member.
This will help to keep our membership
database up-to-date and a the same time
provide our new members with the White
Caps. | havedso been mailing acopy of the
laest White Caps to new Members-at-
Large (MALS) dong with their member-
ship card.

If you pay for 1< class postage and are
not sure when your one year expires, | have
been mailing out post cardsto let you know

that you are about to expire or dready have.
Please remit your check in the amount of
$7.50 for one year to Lou Ann Huskisson,
made out to WAV ES Nationd. Her address
isinthisissue

| have received monetary donationsand
MAL dues, too, and want to remind you to
mail al monetary donations and Member-
a-Large dues directly to Lou Ann
Huskisson. The unit treasurer mailsin your
WN dues.

I will gladly mail unit rosters and/or
mailing labelsto Regiond Representatives,
State Directors and/or Unit Treasurers on
request. When you ask for these rosters or
labels, pleese dlow plenty of lead time
when doing 0. Your priorities are not nec-
essarily my priorities. | can snail mail or e
mail these rogters and/or labds. | can
convert them from Excel to Word —just let
me know what you would like to have.

TREASURER
Lou Ann Huskisson

Ahoy shipmates! The holi-
days are over and it istime
to make sure al members
arepaid for theyear. While
working on updating all the
dues for the membership, | was talking
with the treasurer of Unit # 36. If your
unit’s treasurer is keeping track of dues
using an Excel spreadsheet, just make
two copies of it and send it with the trans-
mittal. Using my unit as an example, |
have a sheet that has the entire unit mem-
bers names on it along with each month
which shows when they paid the unit
their dues. If you do it that way, then you
would need to make a copy of your ros-
ter, which also could be set up in Excel.
On the roster, please highlight any and dl
changes in RED so that | can see what
needs to be changed.

If you have your checking account set
up in Quicken, then | would suggest that
a the end of the year, treasurers would
need to send a report of the income and
expenses along with the usua transmittal
sheet. It will save the treasurer of your
unit some time when getting the reports
done and sent in to me.

FEBRUARY 2009
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BYLAWS CHAIR
Jan Roy

By thetimeyou receive this
issue of White Caps, the
2008 bylaws should be in
your hands. Please look
them over carefully and be
prepared to draft any proposed amend-
ments for review by the Board of Direc-
tors at their mid-term meeting in August.
The deadline for submitting proposed
amendmentsto meis July 15, 2009.

My committee, consisting of Ellen
Diming of VA, Betty Miller of OR, and
mysdlf, will bereviewing them prior tothe
Board mesting in August a which time
the Board memberswill discussthem. My
best wishes to everyone for a happy and
healthy 2009.

If you haven't received a copy of the
2008 bylaws and are a unit president or
dtate director, please let me know. They
were mailed to al those names that were
on the database kept by our Executive
Secretary, and it'svery possible that not all
of you let Barb Turner know if different
people are now in these positions.

SHIP'S STORE
Patty Jo Parks

Happy New Year! And

what better way to celebrate

than with NEW ITEMS!!

Pictured below is the

WAVES National Cain.
This type of coin ~ often caled a “Com-
mand” or “Challenge’ coin ~ is often
given by a military member in apprecia-
tion for some duty or special serviceto the
command or organization.

One loca veterans group uses its
coin to raise funds. All members have
purchased a coin and upon meeting
another member they “challenge’ her to
show the cain. If the challenged member
doesn't have her coin, she pays $5 into
the charity fund.

For variety, we dso offer the same
image on a keychain or a meddlion.
These items (your choice) are $10 each.
However, since many gals will want sev-
era, we offer “quantity discounts’ as fol-
lows: 5 coins for $45; 10 coins for $80 or
20 for $140.

NOTE: Coain has gold, diamond cut
edge; Meddlion (on blue ribbon) & Key-
chain (w/ring) have smooth slver edge.
The coin front and keyring back are pic-
tured to show the different edges.) All are
round and approximately 1%4* diameter

For al you bargain hunters, hereisour
first 2009 FINE PRINT SPECIAL:

- With the purchase of each package of
WN Note cards or WN Letterhead, get 30
WN Logo Return address |abels FREE!

OrdersMUST 1) Include payment for
one (or more) packages of WN Note cards
&Jor WN Letterhead; 2) Specify “Return
to Sender” somewhere on the order form;
& 3) MUST be received by April 1, 2009
(Nofooling!) SeaYal Patty Jo

VA MEDICAL/HEALTH
Ruth Storck

Do you remember when
we were young and in the
service, we were always
organized, prioritized and
got the job done. Later, in
our jobs and home life, we were able to
multi - task like awizard. Today, we have
reached retirement and our time manage-
ment skills have gone out the window.

| adways thought, once | was not
working, there would be time for every-
thing. Now it seems the day ends and my
to-do list got longer. My scheduleisfull.
With my calendar and list in hand | begin
each day running here and there and
never seem to complete my list. Last
night, | contemplated this situation. It's
not that | have not prioritized and organ-
ized that keeps my list so long. It's not
even that | am not completing the tasks.
The problem is now that | am retired,
there are so many fun things to do that |
can't fit them al in. Sure hope in 2009
you dl face the same dilemma. Stay
active. Visit friends and family. Get out
and sméell the roses and have fun exhaust-
ing yourself, trying to complete that to-
do list. Happy New Year to al

HISTORIAN
Denise Duke

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! |
hope everyone had a safe
and happy holiday season.
Don't forget to send me
photos of dl the fun activities your unit
participated in this past year. | know you
al are active by your unit reports. Make
sure you send me articles that may have
appeared in the local newspapers as well.

Asyou al know, Vicki and | lost our
beloved mother, Dorothy Sudomir
Budacki, in December. Mom was so
active in many organizations, but none
that she loved more than WAVES
National. She loved being Ukrainian, but
she loved nothing more than being an
American Veteran who served her coun-
try (okay, she loved our family first). If
you ever met Mom, you knew that right
off the bat. Everyone got a smile, a big
hug and a question of where are you or
where have you been stationed? She was
a bundle of energy. Know this though,
she died peacefully at home. No sick
days. No pain. She was on the phone
with achildhood friend when she dl of a
sudden felt bad. The lady called 911.
Mom simply fell adeep. Sheis at home
with the Lord, waiting the time when we
will al be together again. Thank you all
for the cards, emall, postings on the
guestbook, and, mostly, your prayers.
Vicki and | plan to be at many more con-
ventions and continuing Mom’s legacy
with WAVES National.

Always Navy, Denise

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Barbara Sebring

| hope everyone had a
great Holiday Season and
that you were blessed to
be with family. My unit
had a wonderful Christ-
mas luncheon with 36 members and
guests attending. While exchanging
ideas with members, it was suggested
that units make presentations to stu-
dents at loca schools. The subject
could be about the role of womeninthe
service, Flag etiquette, or smply what
you did while you were on active duty.
This could be presented to a high
schooal civics or history class or just as
a general presentation to any grade
level. Thisnot only makes younger stu-
dents aware of the opportunities serv-
ing their country offers, but, as students
talk about their day with their families,
it getsthe word out about our organize-
tions. Working with various teachers
and schools, this could become an
annual event. | know of a veteran that
does this to talk about their service in
Viet Nam.

If you are in Region | area, or just
want to visit, please keep the dates of
March 27, 28 & 29 open. We will be
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% SILVER TAPS &

X

Please send all WN member Slver Taps information to Executive Secretary, Barb Turner (address on page 14)

Eileen M. (Cusick) Judge
USN, Unit 6 (PA)

Lt. Col. Nita Bob Warner
USMC (Ret), Unit 15 (FL)

Mary Bache (Falconi) Aylward
USN, Unit 17 (MA)

Miriam Kurtzman
USN, Unit 17 (MA)

Dorothy (Sudomir) Budacki
USN, Unit 21 (OH)

Hazel I. (Brown) Stallard
USN, Unit 31 (CA)

WN MEMBERS
Adelle L. (Kushel) Hirshfield
USN, Unit 31 (CA)

Mary Jane Leeson
USN, Unit 31 (CA)

Kathleen R. Roberts
USN, Unit 31 (CA)

Marion L. Couch
USN, Unit 32 (MI)

Frances Salvio
USN, Unit 40 (CT)

WN FORMER MEMBERS

Cecelia Ann (Shaw) Johnson
USN, Unit 5 (MO)

Rita Cranford Wilson
USN, Unit 27, (FL)

Lois M. (Sharp) Tidrick
USN, Unit 31 (CA)

Fanny C. Peppard
USN, Unit 59 (NJ)

Dorothy McDonald
USN, Unit 80 (NY)

Mary Elizabeth (Shafer) Dorety
USN, Unit 49 (NY)

Anne Ranole Waldner
USN, Unit 57 (VA)

Louise Barbara (Tomlian) Weinle
USN, Unit 81 (MA)

Virginia Belle (Austin) Southouse
USN, Unit 82 (CT)

Carole McDonald
USN, MAL (MD)

Josephine Valentine
USCG, Unit 80 (NY)

Anna Cardinale Bianco
USN, Unit 127 (NJ)

Onolee Ruth Post
USN, Unit 152 (VA)

holding the Region | Conference on
those dates in Oakland, CA. | hope to
see some of you there. All three Bay
Area units will be hosting this event.

HEARTSPRING PROJECT
Jeanne Hooper

Though 2009 will be well
underway by the time you
receive your White Caps, |
wish al of you a Happy
New Year, and hope you had a great
Christmas season!

| have received well over 200 more
boxtops since sending in the batch last
October, and plan to send them in again
when | have 500. The following isa short
list of productsthat | usein my own home
that print the Boxtops on their packages:
Kleenex tissues, Cottonelle toilet tissue,

severd of the Pillsbury dough products
(the ones in a tube), Generd Mills cere-
as, Ziploc storage bags, Kotex products
and Bisquick. I'm sure you'll find many
moreif you really start perusing your gro-
ceries! If yousendinthe Tyson A+ labels,
you should include the entire panel. They
have the A+ on them as well as "1+2+3"
or "Support Education." And ladies, I'd
like to ask afavor of you: Please include
your unit name or number, or, indicate if
you are a MAL, when sending in Box-
tops, so proper credit is given. Return
addresses are not aways indicative of
which unit you may belong to, especialy
in states with multiple units. Most of you
are very good about including the unit,
but I've really had to scratch my head on
a couple of them! As aways, thanks and
keep ‘em coming!

WHITE CAPSEDITOR
Lucille Greer

Being still so new at this, |
have little to say except
2 that for my convenience,
‘ please aways put your
unit number in the subject
of any correspondence to me. Probably
Barb Turner, having “gone up through
the ranks’” of WN was so familiar with
most members that she had no trouble
figuring out where each of you
belonged. If you want to make it realy
easy for me, you could add your unit
name as well! | find that | am not as
computer savvy as | thought | wasso am
struggling. However, with Barb’s help
and yours and Dassa's patience, | think
we will make it for the next 10 issues.
Note: the next deadline for your WC
articlesis March 1st.

FEBRUARY 2009
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REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Regiona Conferences are open to dl
WAVES Nationd members wherever they
resde. These smaler versonsof conventions
make it possible to have more informa and
friendly gatherings and to meet new people.
The year 2009 has severd good ones from
New England to Florida to Cdifornia. And
there is even an Alaskan cruise. Choose one
of these specia occasionsto meet new mem-
bers, keep up with Veterans news and
WAVES Nationa doings. The hosts spend a
lot of time preparing for these meetings and
deserve agood attendance.

Region | — Padific.
Oakland, CA - March 27-29, 2009.

Rooms a the Park Plaza Hotd are avail-
able a $109 plus tax for double beds or stan-
dard king, or ajunior suite at $229. Arriveon
Friday. The conferenceis Saturday, with atrip
to the USS Hornet planned for Sunday. The
hotdl isnear the airport and train service, with
free shuttle to both. Contact Barb Sebring at
415-472-5666 bsebring62@msn.com.

Region Il — Northwest
Alaskan Cruise - May 10-17, 2009

Reg. Rep. Margaret Thorngate, 541-997-
9011, margate@oregonfast.net says that
WN members and guests will be welcomed
aboard the Holland America deluxe Wester-
dam for a seven-day cruise sailing from
Sesttle, WA, through the scenic Inland Pas-
sage of Alaska. The conference meeting will
be held at seawith socias aboard ship, leav-
ing plenty of time to view and photograph

the glaciers. Codts, including government
fees, range from $900 for an inside cabin to
$1,575 for a small suite. Members from 12
different states have booked to date. There
are possible cabin mates for singles. For full
information, call direct to Lynne or Shannon
at Cruise Specidists 800-544-2469.

Region IIl — Rodky Mountain
Phoenix, AZ - March 13 - 14, 2009.

The Region 111 Conference will be held
at the Holiday Inn Phoenix West. The
phone # for reservationsis 1-800-465-4329
or email j.ginter@lodgian.com, contact
person is Linda Fulkerson, Reg. 111 Rep,
home ph # 480-833-9680, ¢ 480-215-8643
or email fulkers6@q.com.

Region VIl — New England
Newport, RI - September 24-27, 2009.
Ocean Sate Unit #118, is hoging Region
VIII's conference. Rooms are & The Marriott
and are $299 with 2 double beds or King bed
for 1 or 2 ($167.97 per room mate), $15 regis-
tration fee before July 1. Many freebies are
included, i.e,, evening entertainment Thursday
and Friday; continenta breskfast Friday and
Saturday; bus tour of Newport on Friday;
Memorid Service at Navd Base on Saturday
followed by a tour of Navd War College
Museum and Coast Guard Ship. WN Mem-
bers (Unit #118 members excluded) registered
for the conference, staying at the Mariott
Hotd for three nights during the conference
will haveachance on aticket to be drawvnwith
the lucky winner receiving one paid weekend,

including hotel, registration fee, parking
of their vehicle, lunch a the Oceen Cliff
Mangon, and the banquet. Contact Co-Chair-
persons Ginny Hanson 401-846-6932, fghan-
son@aol.com or Tina McNell 401-232-2666
for further information.

Region XI — Southeast
Huntsville, AL - July 10 — 12, 2009.

Country Inn & Suites has a 2-room suite
availablefor up to 6 people at $84 anight plus
tax. For reservations: 800-456-4000 (Specify:
WAVES Nationd). For more details contact:
Paty Jo Parks at 423-326-0839 or pat-

tyjoparks@yahoo.com
Region XIl = Sunshine
Buena Vista, FL - September 24-27, 2009.

Region XII has joined with the All Navy
Women's Nationd Alliance in hosting the
conferencethisyear. Roomswill beavailable
three days before, during and three days after
the conference at the Lake Buena Vista Best
Western for $70 plus tax with both valet and
free parking. On Friday evening, Presdents
Sharon Breece and Betsy Waddell will hogt a
party-mixer for dl atendees. The Nationa
Alliance will be setting up their museum for a
tour. Disney Downtown is just a gtroll away
and busesareavailableto nearby theme parks.
For information cal 800-348-3765, dating
that you are with WAVES Nationd. Contact
Betsey Waddell, 863-382-0419 or wave-
navy @hotmail.com

MILITARYTRAVELHQ.COM JOINS FORCES WITH THE USO

Although household budgets are tight,
leisure travel is ill in demand for the men
and women in the armed forces. Military-
TravelHQ.com contracts directly with hotels,
motdls, resorts, vacation homes and area
attractions which dlows them to offer atrue
discounted rate for qudified veterans and
armed forcesmembers. “We are very excited
to be ableto partner with the USO to provide
discounts in aress that are not currently
offered by other military travel programs.
Unlike most travel companies and websites,
a portion of our net profit is donated to The
Greater Jacksonville Area USO. “| fed it is
our duty as citizens to support our troops the
best way we know how, it is an honor” sad
Jm Nickles, President of Hospitdity Sdles,
Professonds Inc., a 27 year veteran in the
hospitaity industry.

Retired 30-year Navy Master Chief Petty
Officer Bob Ross, NAS Jacksorville USO

Center Director, stresses to loca businesses
and the public, "that it should not matter what
paolitica party one belongs to nor should it
matter whether or not one agreeswith or dis-
agrees with the military operations currently
ongoing overseas. What is important is that
the American Public support our young men
and women who serve so gdlantly, and their
families who sacrifice so very much. Let me
say emphaticdly from personal, up close
experience, they truly arethe best of the best!
Doneting to a non-profit like The Grester
Jacksonville Area USO helps us continue
supporting our over 117,000 military person-
nel and families™

MilitarytravelHQ.com isin the fina con-
tracting stage of becoming a preferred
provider of trave for the U.S. Army MWR
Leisure Travel Services program which will
provide additiond travel benefits to over 140
military installations around the country. The

next objective MilitarytravelHQ.com is to
extend the same discounts to American
Legion Post members who do not qudify for
or do not have accesstolocal ingdlation ITT
(Information, Tickets, and Tour) offices.

Seventy-five percent of Militarytravel-
HQ.com team members have served in our
armed forces and represent each branch of
savice.

MilitarytravelHQ.com aso supports
other military organizations, such as the
American Legion, VFW, Adopt a Soldier
Program, and U.S. Naval SeaCadet Corpsby
donating resort stays, attraction tickets, gift
cards, time, food, and other services. If your
Post has any advertising opportunities such
as newdetter ads or you would like addition-
a information, please contact;

Military TravelHQ.com

reserveti ons@hsal espros.com

Toll Free 888-614-6596

PAGE 6

Visit our website: www.womenofthewaves.com

FEBRUARY 2009



Two $1,500 scholarships are
available to rdatives, mae or
femde, of aseaserviceswoman.
The names of the two scholar-
shipsand their topicsfor 2009 are: 1.

The Ruth Chaney Stregter (USMC)
Scholar ship, the essay topic is The Role of Women in
the Marine Corps, and 2. The Anne Marie Bianchi-
Gagnon Scholarship, the essay topic is Navy Yeo-
manette's— The Forerunnersto Sea Service Women
Present and Future.

PLEASE FOLLOW THE RULES.
In the past, severd entrants have been disqudified
because they did not follow the rules.

1. Eligibility isopen to any femde or maerdative of
aSEA SERVICESWOMAN who has served or is cur-
rently serving in the Navy, Coast Guard or Marine Corps
or ther reserve components. The relative may be by
birth, legal adoption or marriage. Documented proof of
eigibility of the sea service woman's honorable dis-
charge OR her present dtatus in the military must be
included with the application. Documented Proof of dli-
gibility is a legible copy of her form DD214 discharge

WAVES NATIONAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

certificate or a copy of her current military 1D card.
Applications will not be consdered if this PROOF OF
ELIGIBILITY isnot submitted.

2. The essay competitions are open to high school
seniors or college sudents. The student may enter one
or both scholarship competitions.

3. Each essay must be written on the 2009 topic and
shdl include documented evidence of research.

4. Each essay must be the gpplicant's own work and
shdl consist of 1,000 to 1,500 words.

5. Entries must be postmarked by March 15, 2009,
with no exception.

Mail OR email your application dong with required
documents to:

Ronda Walker
Scholar ship Contest Chairperson
1403 Tanas Trail, Cookeville, TN 38506
drwalk @twlakes.net

You may contact Ronda Walker for
a copy of the application
Attached documents via email will be accepted.

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

YOUR NAME:

YOUR ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

(Please include zip plus last four digits)
COUNTY:

COUNTRY:

PHONE (including area code):

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable):

YOUR AGE: YOUR GENDER:

AREYOU A UNITED STATES CITIZEN?:

AREYOU A RESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES?:.

FEMALE MALE
YES NO
YES NO

(NOTE: To remove application from newsletter, grasp middle pages 7/8-9/10 and pull loose from staples in newsletter)

FEBRUARY 2009
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WAVES NATIONAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

SCHOOL CURRENTLY ATTENDING:
ADDRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZIP:

COLLEGE YOU PLAN TO ATTEND OR ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN:

4-YEAR/GRADUATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
2-YEAR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
TRADE/TECHNICAL SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL TEST SCORES

SATVebad ~ SATMah_~~ ACTCOMP___
CURRENT GPA (4 point scale): CLASSRANK:
CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS: List club memberships and/or offices held. Include schooal, civic, community service,
honorary and religious organizations for each active membership:

WORK EXPERIENCE: List your volunteer or employment experience:

HOBBIES/TALENTSINTERESTS:

WHAT ARE YOUR CAREER ASPIRATIONS?

(NOTE: To remove application from newsletter, grasp middle pages 7/8-9/10 and pull loose from staples in newsletter)
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WAVES NATIONAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

COURSE OF STUDY: What courses do you plan to study in college?

WOMAN SEA SERVICE VETERAN OR ACTIVE DUTY WOMAN
FULL NAME (including maiden):

HER RELATIONSHIP:
(i.e. “ Grandmother”, “ Great Aunt”, etc.)

HER MILITARY SERVICE STATUS:
Veteranof _ US Navy _ U.S MarineCorps __ U.S. Coast Guard
Active Duty servingin __ U.S.Navy __ U.S.MarineCorps __ U.S. Coast Guard

Mail or e-mail (scan) this completed Scholarship Application, Proof of Eligibility, one copy
of your essay and any required research documentation to:

Ronda Walker
Scholarship Contest Chairperson
1403 Tanasi Trail, Cookeville, TN 38506
or
drwalk@twlakes.net

(NOTE: To remove application from newsletter, grasp middle pages 7/8-9/10 and pull loose from staples in newsletter)
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A0 orr e VA

ROADRUNNER
Unit #4 (NM) - The unit continues to
provide "personal hygiene" items to the
Veterans Hospital, and additional
funds for various programs at the hos-
pital. Support was also given to the
Blue Star Wives for their Christmas
package project. Coming up in March
is the 24th Annual Tribute to Women in
the Military (TWIM) here in Albu-
guergue which is attended my many of
our members and two are on the
TWIM Committee. Tribute is a one day
seminar with luncheon attended by
veteran and active duty women (and
men). The interaction of military
women of all eras has proved to be
very enlightening to all ages.

RRU extends best wishes to all
members of WN for a happy, healthy
and wealthy 2009!

GATEWAY WAVES

Unit #5 (MO) - Our holiday party
brought together "36" Navy, Coast
Guard (SPARS), Marines, family and
friends, including a visit from Rachael
Simmons (Active Duty Coast Guard
from Sitka, Alaska). May our new
President and elected officials unite
us all in these most difficult times.
Our unit meets on the 4th Saturday
each month, except Nov. and Dec.
Contact Shirley Walz, 314-822-4249
sjwalz2002@yahoo.com

KEYSTONE WAVES

Unit #6 (PA) — Veterans’ Day parade in
Media, PA, was dedicated to all women
veterans, in general, and Keystone
WAVES in particular. Several mem-
bers rode in vintage convertibles and
were recoghized by Mayor Bob McMa-
hon and honored for their service.
Guest speaker was ADM Rose LeVit-
re who was introduced by Elizabeth
Robinson. Afterward, all the WAVES
were invited to a luncheon with ADM
LeVitre and her husband, Lars. One
Keystone member was in Israel on Vet-
erans’ Day and spoke to her group

about appreciating our free-

dom. The December busi-

ness meeting and luncheon

was held at the Coast Guard

Station in Philadelphia, Sat.,
Dec. 9, with 15 members present. The
unit donated $100 to the local Salva-
tion Army for Christmas. A bus trip to
WIMSA and other memorials is
planned for April, during Cherry Blos-
som Time. Next meeting is March 14
at the Coast Guard Station, Washing-
ton and Columbus Ave. at 11:30AM,
followed by lunch with the weekend
duty crew. Contact Ruthie Severino at
610-356-8956.

THREE RIVERS
Unit #28 (PA) - We had our November
meeting at D'lmperio’'s Restaurant in
Wilkins Township, PA, early in Decem-
ber allowing us to squeeze between
the busy Thanksgiving and Christmas
seasons. There were fourteen mem-
bers and two guests present. We
brought hand lotion and soft toy ani-
mals for the female residents and
Christmas cards for the male residents
at Southwestern PA Veterans’ Center
and Butler Veterans’ Center. They were
distributed on December 22. The 2009
photo calendar, "a tribute to South-
western Pennsylvania's WW |l Veter-
ans,” is completed and available.
Contact Sheila Conley 412-828-0373.
If you go to the web site
www.LetsSayThanks.com, you can
pick out a Thank You card and Xerox
will print it free and it will go to a
member of the armed forces current-
ly serving in Iraq. Some of our mem-
bers braved the Pittsburgh cold
weather and took part in the 2008
Veterans’ Day parade. Our January
17, 2009, meeting was held at the
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall in
Pittsburgh. Contact our President
Lois Williams 412-373-9348.

GOLDEN WEST

Unit #31 (CA) - The All Women Veter-
ans of Southern California came
together, Nov. 2, 2008, at Marie Cal-
lendar's Restaurant for Brunch. Fifty-
two members and guests were in
attendance and, again, the proceeds

were donated to the Women Veterans
at Catrillo Village in Long Beach, CA.
The donation is for women who are
homeless or badly in need of therapy
and medical help. On December 6, we
met at Marie Callendar’s for our holiday
luncheon. Thirty-five members and
guests enjoyed a get-together. The raf-
fle and donations were a huge suc-
cess, as always. Approximately 150
Christmas cards with stamps were col-
lected to be distributed at the VA Med-
ical Center in Long Beach, CA. Thank
you, Emily Sanford, for that project.
The meetings for 2009 haven't been
established, yet. Contact Bea Hurley
at 719-0991-4185 for further informa-
tion. If you are in the Southern Cali-
fornia area (near Disneyland), come
join us.

CONNECTICUT YANKEES
Unit #42 (CT) - Good weather pre-
vailed for our annual Christmas party
at the Gallery in Glastonbury. Eighteen
members and guests were entertained
by member Charlotte Hoppe and
guest Gerry Lagace with their fiddle
playing and songs. Jean Chittenden
and Barbara Crede attended the VAVS
potluck luncheon in December at the
Newington VA facility. Our unit pur-
chased gift cards as Christmas gifts for
the ladies residing at the CTVA facility
in Rocky Hill. Barbara Crede organized
a Wreaths Across America Ceremony
at the West Meadow Cemetery Veter-
ans’ Memorial in Newington, Dec. 13,
with American Legion Post 117. Sever-
al members will be heading south now
to escape our winter weather. We meet
again the first Saturday in March,
April, May and June, at 10 am, at the
Rocky Hill Veterans Facility. Contact
Barbara Crede, 860-665-8082, or Marie
Walsh 860-647-7753.

FINGER LAKES

Unit #49 (NY) - Twenty-three mem-
bers celebrated the holidays at a
Keenan's Restaurant. Everyone had a
wonderful time. The meetings for this
year will begin February 7th, weather
permitting. Winter winds and snow
have hit early this year. We meet at the
local Elk's Club in Henrietta, NY.
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